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DETAILED ACTION 

Notice to Applicant 

1 . This communication is in response to the Amendment filed on 10/06/08. Claims 

2, 10 and 17 have been cancelled. Claims 1, 3, 9, 11-16, 18 and 21 have been 
amended. Claims 1, 3-9, 11-16 and 18-24 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 3-9, 11-16 and 18-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Goyal et al (5,873,108) in view Jenson (5,570,109). 

As per claim 1 , Goyal teaches a computer implemented method for a portable 
electronic device for automating the categorization of data based on clock time of day, 
comprising the steps of: determining a clock time of day on a portable electronic device 
by referencing a real-time clock (Goyal; abstract, col. 8, lines 35-38, and col. 11, lines 
21-25); determining a day of a week (See Goyal, Co1 .7, lines 66-67 to Col.8, line 46). 

Goyal does not explicitly disclose referencing a time of day profile that correlates 
clock time of day information and day of week information with data categories stored 
on said handheld computer, wherein at least one data category in said portable 
electronic device is associated with a block of time corresponding to two or more days 
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of said week; setting a default data category which differentiates between business and 
personal hours based upon the clock time of day, the day of the week, and the time of 
day profile that is used for accessing stored data in the handheld computer and for 
storing entered data in the handheld computer at that clock time of day based on the 
real-time clock, wherein the default data category includes a business category during 
business times in days and a personal category during personal times in days wherein 
the time of day profile correlates a clock time with at least one of a personal data 
category and a business data category. 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Jenson. In particular, 
Jenson teaches referencing a time of day profile that correlates clock time of day 
information and day of week information with data categories stored on said handheld 
computer, wherein at least one data category in said portable electronic device is 
associated with a block of time corresponding to two or more days of said week (See 
Jenson, Fig. 4; Col. 9, lines 32-67; Col. 12, lines 36-67); setting a default data category 
which differentiates between business and personal hours based upon the clock time of 
day, the day of the week, and the time of day profile that is used for accessing stored 
data in the handheld computer and for storing entered data in the handheld computer at 
that clock time of day based on the real-time clock, wherein the default data category 
includes a business category during business times in days and a personal category 
during personal times in days wherein the time of day profile correlates a clock time with 
at least one of a personal data category and a business data category (See Jenson, 
Figs 11 A- 11 B; Col.1 2, lines 35-67). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Jenson within the system of Goyal with the 
motivation of providing an efficient, intuitive method and apparatus for controlling both a 
schedule and a to-do list on the screen of a pen-based computer system (See Jenson, 
Col.2, lines 35-44). 

As per claim 3, Goyal teaches wherein said implemented method is carried out 
within a personal information manager program operating on a programmed processor 
residing within the device that is a palmtop computer (Goyal; col. 3, lines 50-60). 

As per claim 4, Goyal teaches displaying only data categorized in the default 
data category and hiding information categorized in any other category (Goyal; figure 3 
and Col. 11, lines 21-25). 

As per claim 5, Goyal teaches entering data categorized in the default category 
(Goyal; col. 11, lines 28-31). 

Claims 6 and 7 differ from 5 and 4, respectively, by reciting "providing an option 
to change the default data category to a selected data category." The combined system 
of Goyal and Koyabu collectively fail to expressly teach this limitation. However, since 
the combined system of Goyal and Jenson collectively do teach providing an option of 
manually changing data categories (Goyal; col. 8, lines 31-46) the default data category 
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is the initial data category where data can be entered, it is respectfully submitted, that it 
would have been obvious, to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made, to expand the system taught by Goyal and Jenson to provide an option to 
change the default data category to a selected data category, with the motivation of 
enabling the user to specify which data category should the data be entered in. 

As per claim 8, Goyal teaches wherein the data comprises one of address book 
data, to-do list data, notes data, email data and calendar data (Goyal; col. 2, lines 40- 
56). 

As per claim 9, Goyal discloses a portable electronic device (See Goyal, Col .1 , 
lines 17- 34), comprising the steps of: a programmed processor (See Goyal, Col .3, 
lines 61- 67); a personal information manager program operating on the programmed 
processor (See Goyal, Fig. 2, Col .11, lines 21-54); a clock for determining a clock time 
of day (See Goyal, Fig. 2 (213); Col .8, lines 39-60); a calendar for determining a day of 
a week first program means (See Goyal, Col. 9, lines 43-59), and second program 
means for setting a default data category for the personal information manager based 
upon the clock time of day, the day of the week, and the time of day profile (Goyal; col. 
11, lines 21-25). 

Goyal fails to explicitly teach used for accessing stored data in said portable 
electronic device and for storing entered data in the portable electronic device at that 
clock time of day; wherein the default data category is set to differentiate between 
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business and personal hours of the day, wherein the time of day profile correlates a 
clock time with at least one of a personal data category and a business data category. 
However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Jenson. In particular, Jenson 
teaches used for accessing stored data in said portable electronic device and for storing 
entered data in the portable electronic device at that clock time of day; wherein the 
default data category is set to differentiate between business and personal hours of the 
day, wherein the time of day profile correlates a clock time with at least one of a 
personal data category and a business data category (See Jenson, Figs 1 1a- 1 1b; 
Col. 12, lines 35-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Jenson within the system of Goyal with the 
motivation of providing an efficient, intuitive method and apparatus for controlling both a 
schedule and a to-do list on the screen of a pen-based computer system (See Jenson, 
Col.2, lines 35-44). 

The device claims 11-15 repeat the subject matter of method claims 1, and 4-8, 
respectively as a set of apparatus elements rather than a series of steps. As the 
underlying processes of claims 1 and 4-8 have been shown to be fully disclosed by 
the teachings of Goyal Jenson above in the rejection of claims 1 , and 4-8, it is readily 
apparent that the system disclosed by Goyal, Jenson includes the apparatus to perform 
these functions. As such, these limitations are rejected for the same reasons given 
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above for method claims 1, and 4-8, and incorporated herein. 

As per claim 16, Goyal discloses an electronic storage medium containing 
instructions, which when carried out on a programmed processor for a portable 
electronic device, carry out the steps of: determining a clock time of day (Goyal; 
abstract, col. 8, lines 35-38, and col. 11, lines 21-25) on a palmtop computer (See 
Goyal, Col.1, lines 17-34); determining a day of a week (See Goyal, Col. 7, lines 66-67 
to Col.8, line 46). 

Goyal does not explicitly disclose referencing a time of day profile that correlates 
clock time of day information and day of week information with data categories on said 
palmtop computer, wherein at least one data category is associated with a block of time 
corresponding to two or more days of said week; and setting a default data category 
which differentiates between business and personal hours based upon the clock time of 
day, the day of the week, and the time of day profile that is used for accessing stored 
data in the programmed processor and for storing entered data in the programmed 
processor at that clock time of day, wherein the default data category establishes 
differences between business and personal hours of the day, wherein the time of day 
profile correlates a clock time with at least one of a personal data category and a 
business data category; and wherein the data comprises one of address book data, 
notes data, email data, to-do list data and calendar data. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Jenson. In 
particular, Jenson teaches referencing a time of day profile that correlates clock time of 
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day information and day of week information with data categories on said palmtop 
computer, wherein at least one data category is associated with a block of time 
corresponding to two or more days of said week; and setting a default data category 
which differentiates between business and personal hours based upon the clock time of 
day, the day of the week, and the time of day profile that is used for accessing stored 
data in the programmed processor and for storing entered data in the programmed 
processor at that clock time of day, wherein the default data category establishes 
differences between business and personal hours of the day, wherein the time of day 
profile correlates a clock time with at least one of a personal data category and a 
business data category (See Jenson, Figs 1 1 a- 1 1f; and wherein the data comprises 
one of address book data, notes data, email data, to-do list data and calendar data (See 
Jenson, Figs 11a- 11f; Col. 12, lines 35-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Jenson within the system of Goyal with the 
motivation of providing an efficient, intuitive method and apparatus for controlling both a 
schedule and a to-do list on the screen of a pen-based computer system (See Jenson, 
Col.2, lines 35-44). 

Claims 18-20 differs from claims 1 , 3, 6, 7 and 8 by reciting the electronic storage 
medium. As per this limitation, Goyal system is implemented on a computer (See Goyal, 
Col .3, lines 50-60). As such, Goyal implicitly includes computer elements such as a 
programmed computer readable-medium. The remainder of claims 18-20 repeat the 
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limitations of claims 1 and 6-8, and are therefore rejected for the same reasons given 
above for claims 1 and 6-8. 

As per claim 21 , Goyal discloses a computer- implemented method of 
automating categorization of data for a portable electronic device, comprising the steps 
of: determining a current time of day on a portable electronic device based on a real- 
time clock (Col. 8, lines 35-38; Col.1 1 , lines 21 -25); determining a day of a week (See 
Goyal, Col.7, lines 66-67 to Col .8, line 46). 

Goyal does not explicitly disclose referencing a time of day profile that correlates 
clock time of day information and day of week information with data categories on said 
portable electronic device, wherein at least one data category is associated with a block 
of time corresponding to two or more days of said week, setting a default data category 
based upon said current time of day, the day of the week, and said time of day profile 
wherein the default data category establishes differences between business and 
personal hour; performing actions only within said default data category in a computer 
at that clock time of day; performing actions only within said default data category in the 
handheld computer at that clock time of day. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Jenson. In 
particular, Jenson teaches referencing a time of day profile that correlates clock time of 
day information and day of week information with data categories on said portable 
electronic device, wherein at least one data category is associated with a block of time 
corresponding to two or more days of said week, setting a default data category based 
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upon said current time of day, the day of the week, and said time of day profile wherein 
the default data category establishes differences between business and personal hour 
(See Jenson, Figs.1 1a-1 1f; Col. 12, lines 35-67); performing actions only within said 
default data category in a computer at that clock time of day; performing actions only 
within said default data category in the handheld computer at that clock time of day 
(See Jenson, Figs 11a- 1 1 f ; Col. 12, lines 35-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Jenson within the system of Goyal with the 
motivation of providing an efficient, intuitive method and apparatus for controlling both a 
schedule and a to-do list on the screen of a pen-based computer system (See Jenson, 
Col.2, lines 35-44). 

As per claim 22, Goyal discloses the method wherein actions is taken from a list 
consisting of: creating a data entry (Col. 3, lines 50-67 to Col.4, line 32); editing a 
previously created data entry (Col .7, lines 31-67); retrieving said previously created data 
entry (Col.7, lines 31-67); displaying data in said previously created data entry 
(Col.4, 1 ines 47-64); and querying said default data category (Co1 .9, lines 43-67 to 
Col .10, line 24). 

As per claim 23; Goyal discloses the method wherein said current time of day 
comprises: current time information (Col.4, lines 41064); current day of the week 
information (Col .4, lines 41-67 to Col .5, lines 49-67); current month of the of the year 
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information (Col .4, lines 41-67 to Co1.5, lines 49-67); and current year information 
(Co1 .4, lines 41 -67 to Col .5, lines 49-67). 

As per claim 24, Goyal discloses the method further comprising: changing said 
default data category to another data category for performing actions only within said 
another data category (Col .5, lines 49-67 to Col .6, Iine26). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 9/1 2/08 with respect to claims 1 , 3-9, 11-16 and 1 8- 
24 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
In response, all of the limitations which Applicant disputes as missing in the applied 
references, including the features newly added in the 9/12/08 amendment, have been 
fully addressed by the Examiner as either being fully disclosed or obvious in view of the 
collective teachings of Goyal and/or Jenson based on the logic and sound scientific 
reasoning of one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time of the invention, as detailed in 
the remarks and explanations given in the preceding sections of the present Office 
Action and in the prior Office Action, and incorporated herein. One cannot show 
nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections are based on 
combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 
1 981 ); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1 091 , 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir.1986). 
In addition, the test for obviousness is not whether the features of a secondary 
reference may be bodily incorporated into the structure of the primary reference; nor is it 
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that the claimed invention must be expressly suggested in any one or all of the 
references. Rather, the test is what the combined teachings of the references would 
have suggested to those of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 
USPQ871 (CCPA 1981). 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vanel Frenel whose telephone number is 571-272-6769. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30am-5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew S. Gart can be reached on 571-272-3955. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
A/anel Frenel/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3687 
December 1, 2008 



/Matthew S Gart/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3687 



